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DIRECTOR'S o

Whenever | direct a play, | always ask, why are we telling this story
now? Jane Austen’s first novel Sense and Sensibility was written in
1811, a time when it was not proper for a woman of her stature to
publish, so the byline read “by a lady”. Austen never knew that
centuries later, we would still be returning to her world not just as a
romantic escape but as a place to examine the reflections of our own
society. At its core this story asks the topical question: how do we face

social pressure2 Do we follow the rules, or do we break them? Kate

Hamill’s adaptation of this classic text creates a chorus of Gossips to
heatricalize the dangerous social pressure that pushes and pulls the

Dashwood sisters. Elinor leads with sense (her head) and Marianne

eads with sensibility (her heart), but both face the cost that comes

rom being a woman in this society. Just like today. How does a

woman make her way in this world when she is told both to stand up

for herself, but not take up space? To make choices, but only ones that

society deems appropriate. Over 200 years later, many of us are stil

facing the costs of ‘the rules’ and now it is magnified on socia
media... thousands of voices telling us how to think, feel and behave
to fit in to whatever box society thinks you belong in. While this play
is a love story and our two heroines find their equals in the end, our
story centers around two sisters, who in face of great social pressure,

earn from each other that sense and sensibility must coexist. One of

he reasons we return to Austen’s world over and over again, is to see

how life can deal difficult blows... heartbreak, ridicule, loneliness...

but through the journey, when one is true to their self-growth, they will

find balance and even happiness.
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Lauren Shouse is the Assistant Professor of Theatre Directing at MTSU and is a working
freelance director. Most recently, she was the Associate Artistic Director at Chicago's
Northlight Theatre. Her recent directing credits include: Something Clean with Rivendell
~ and Sideshow Theatres, The Cake at Rivendell Theatre (nominated for Joseph Jefferson
~ Award for best director), The Legend of Georgia McBride at Northlight Theatre, A Doll's
House, Nice Girl and Betrayal at Raven Theatre; The Cake, Every Brilliant Th'ing, Avenue
- Q, Rapture Blister Burn, Superior Donuts, and A Christmas Story at Nashville Repertory
Theatre. She received her MFA in Theatre Directing at Northwestern University and has
also worked with Steppenwolf Theatre, Goodman Theatre, Lookingglass Theatre,
~ Sideshow Theatre, The Gift Theatre, Chicago Dramatists, and Stage Left Theatre.

www.LaurenShouseDirects.com. (Photo credit: Joe Mazza, Brave Lux, i'm:‘)'



~ Caiti Milligan is a junior Theatre Education major at MTSU. She
is so grateful to be the Assistant Director of this incredibly unique 5
production Sense & Sensibility. Previously, she has worked as 'i
an Assistant Stage Manager on Godspell, Stop Kiss, and the

. o
.r_.l., J_‘r

2022 Spring Dance Concert. She also directed the ten-minute
- play A Very Normal Bear Family Evening last semester. Caiti
;;i'_ﬁ'- has loved every second of collaborating with this incredible
~ team. She wants to thank Lauren Shouse for being a wonderful
dlrec’ror and mentor, her family and supporters back home, and
g CI” of her friends that mude Sense the amazing experience it is.
e - She hnpes you en|oy the shc:w tonlgh’rl | |
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~ Catalina Rice is a senior theatre major here at MTSU. She is so excited to be stage
managing this show. She has been involved in community theatre since she was ten, and =
she is looking forward to doing more here at MTSU. She has ASMed MTSU's production .+
of Ride the Cyclone, and the 2021 spring dance concert. She has also stage managed
What's My Role and Stop Kiss. She has most recently production stage managed the
2022 6x10, and she has been working as a stage manger at French Woods Festival this
‘past summer where she got the chance to put up 12 different productions in 3 months. She
~is also very excited to work with her APQO little as an assistant scenic charge on Cicada
- and the stage manager for the 2022 fall dance concert this semester. She has thoroughly
 enjoyed the process of creating this show and getting to know everybody involved. She
~ would like to thank her mom for being the best role model. She also would like to thank
. her brothers for being extremely supportive and teaching her so much. Lastly, she would
' like to thank the cast and crew for everything they do. It is now her turn to bid you
farewell and wish you a wonderful viewing experience. "
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_ELINOR DASHWOOD
: ZAKYRA MCKINNEY

. MARIANNE DASHWOO
S EMMA BASTIN

'EDWARD FERRARS / ROBERT FERRAS e
LIS a0 ST |SAAC SISUNIK i
e o
; 7. JOHN WILLOUGHBY / GOSSIP |
g | LOGAN PURCELL s AR R

o COLONEL BRANDON / GOSSIP i

! h 8 ;

~ GARRETT HOLT

s S. DASHWOOD / ANNE STEELE / GOSSI
o ~ MARY-BETH MANGRUM

~ LUCY STEELE / GOSSIP
B S ;:ﬁmm SARAH HALL rv“ |
~ MRS. JENNINGS / FANNY (FERRARS) DASHWOOD / GOSSIP
~ JOHN DASHWOOD / THOMAS / LADY MIDDLETON / GOSSIP
~_ SIR JOHN MIDDLETON / DOCTOR/SERVANT / GOSSIP

RRCACERR LLEWYN BEAVER

b

]
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'MARGARET DASHWOOD / GOSSIP
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Zakyra McKinney is a junior at MTSU. She is studying Theatre Education

with hopes of becoming a Theatre teacher. She is thrilled to be apart of this ,:
I show. She has ulﬂuys been a Jane Austen fan and loved getting the S

% £ '.;_f:',.ﬁppnrfun"ily-m tell Elinor's story. She would like fo thank the amazing cast,
ol crew, and director of this production. She would also like to thank her
family, friends(hi julia), Church, and fiancee for being so supportive and
loving. And above all, she would like to give glory and honor to the God |
whn;i never gives up on her and continuously gives her immeasurable,

1% gor . unending joy.
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i Emma Bastin (Marianne Dashwood) is a sophomore ;;
- Theatre Maijor, and she is so excited to be back in

G Tucker Theatre for SENSE & SENSIBILITY. She has ﬂ
m?m previously appeared in MTSU's productions of
: § SWEENEY TODD (Beggar Woman) and FUN _
- HOME (Small Alison). Emma would like to thank
Lauren Shouse for giving her this opportunity fo grow .
~_in her skills and David Wilkerson for not bullying her -
s ..; for her horrendous RP accent. '
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| ?ﬂ productlan in Tucker Theutre Isaac is so gruteful for the community he has

S fc:uncl in the MTSU thea’rre department working onstage in Fun Home and '
e * Sweeney Todd, as well as backstage and in the costume shop for several
| E ~ other mainstage and studio theatre productions. He wouldn't be here

S wﬂhout the support and kindness of his friends and mentors, and he'd llke

S il fo extend specml thanks to his Fc:mlly, both blOngICUl und fuund For
GRS helpmg him find himself where he is tﬂduy 5
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Logan Purcell (John Willoughby/Gossip) is a Sophomore Theatre

~___main stage sho\g He was previously in MTSU's production of

FUN HOME as Roy,/Pete/Mark/Bobby Jeremy. Logan has had

~ an amazing experience during this show and would like to thank

35 his cast for that! Logan would also like to thank his family for -
: .. _always supporting him and his pursuits in Theatre!

B

Maijor at MTSU and is excited to be performing in his second
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.~ Garrett Holt{ Colonel Brandon )isa
- Clarksville native and is currently a Junior here at

#

5 Theatre. Previous performance credits at Tucker
Theatre include Kiss Me Kate, Six Degrees of

. eparahon, O pell an € busie boday.
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.. credits include Stop Kiss (Callie) and 2021's MTSU ﬁ'
~ 6x10 Play Festival (Ramona, Reflection). She's very

- excited to be involved in this production and hopes
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~theatre major performing in her third MTSU
oy production. You may have seen her in STOP KISS

 (Sara) or AND BRIMSTONE (Lucy). She is thrilled

to be making her Tucker Theater debut, and she
-5 - - hopesyou-enjoy the showl cait o
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eghan Hc:||| is a junior a at Middle TennesSee State
Unwersﬂy She is majoring in Theatre with a minor in

~ Secondary Education. This is Reghan's 3rd

-mainstdgé production here at MTSU and she is
thrilled to be in one of her favorite Jane Austen
stories. Re_ghun would like to thank her family and

friends for always supporting her dream. She would

also like to thank the cast and crew for |eﬂ|ng her

be herself and have a space for her creative voice.
B EnjoytheShowl & ..
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 Christopher Cooper is a Junior Theatre Education major, and he could not
ERE be more honored to join this group of brilliant artists. He has previously

.. been seen on the Tucker stage in roles such as: Ricky in Ride The Cyclone,

||- Gt

'~.__: John in Fun Home, and Drawer in The Busie Body. Other credits include:

. i
*

Dillon in You're Still Here (The Theater Bug), Mrs. Bumbrake in Peter and
~ the Starcatcher (Source One Five), and Daddy Cane in Bright Star

Y

S  (Franklin High). Christopher would like to thank both his current and

. former directors for shaping him on and off stage, and his parents for their

Ci | gn'_dless; love and support. He hopes you enjoy the show and remember
- e ~ that gossiping is only fun when it's on stage.
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T Beaver is a junior theatre major who remains
- incredibly thankful for their previous opportunitiesat
- MTSU, including the roles of Whisper in The Busie

: "ﬁ_ "%Body and Medium Alison in Fun Home. They are so
- excited to work with Lauren Shouse again and share

; - the hard work they've put forward with their fellow

~ cast members. They'd also like to give thanks fo their

- best friends, family, and boyfriend for being the best
~support system they could ask forl = =
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i Arlanne Joy Dayrit (Mc:rgc:ret Dashwood/ G055|p)
A _' - is a junior actuarial science major, and she is so

excited to be back in theatre with this amazing cast =~

ROMEO AND JULIET, Past and Celebrate
e 3 ‘Ensemble in WHAT'S MY ROLE?, and Fire in
BETWEEN (MTSU'S 6x10). She would like to ’rhunk

il o her fc:ml|y, friends, cast, and crew for all the love
; 1 e d SUppOI‘i‘ En|oy ihe ShOWl | R 2
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~ ERIC COBLE
BASED GN THE NOVEL BY

LOIS LOWRY

MTSU THIATEE AMND DAMNCE

JOHM KANDER
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